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4200 Bethel St. 

GENTRY MIDDLE SCHOOL

Columbia, Missouri 65203 
(573) 214-3240 Fax: (573) 214-3241 

 
 

 
WELCOME TO GENTRY MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

Gentry Middle School Faculty and Staff welcome you to our 21st year; as we 
continue the strong practice of serving students. It is our desire for you to 
have a tremendous year as a Gentry student. As we enter our third year of a 
3 year building, I hope our existing as well as our new students and families 
find Gentry Middle School to be a positive and safe environment. 

 
By reading this handbook completely and carefully, it will help you to 
understand the expectations at Gentry Middle School. This understanding 
will assist in maintaining a comfortable and safe school setting for you. For 
questions you may have, please visit with Mrs. Garner, Mrs. Gilpatrick or 
me. I encourage each of you to take time to review this handbook and the 
district handbook which can be found as a link on the Gentry website. 

 
Gentry Middle School’s purpose is to assist all students in achieving a 
quality education both academically and socially. The buildings 
expectations are built around four core concepts; Respect, Responsible, 
Kind, and Safe. Through practice, modeling, and believing in these 
concepts, I am confident your school experience during your years at 
Gentry will be a positive one. 

 
I encourage each of you to get involved in the many activities that Gentry 
has to offer. This may include clubs, organizations, intramurals, athletics or 
performance groups. By participating in these types of activities, you will 
heighten your experience at Gentry Middle School by meeting and engaging 
with other students. In addition you will develop relationships with a wide 
variety of teachers who make Gentry a wonderful school. 

 
Welcome to Gentry Middle School. With our students and parents help, we 
can maintain the tradition of excellence for which Gentry Middle School is 
known.  Have a fantastic year. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

Dr. Jeff Beiswinger 

 
 

Mrs. Linda Garner 

 
 

Mrs. Trista Gilpatrick 

Dr. Jeff Beiswinger 
Principal 

Mrs. Linda Garner 
Assistant Principal 

Mrs. Trista Gilpatrick 
Administrative Assistant 
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GENTRY VISION 
 

Gentry is an inviting and collaborative community that utilizes all of our 
resources and skills to support students and increase learning. 

 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT GENTRY 

BEFORE SCHOOL 

All students need to go immediately to the gym or cafeteria for breakfast 
when entering the building before school. Students are not allowed to leave 
the school grounds after their arrival. To ensure student safety, students 
dropped off by car or bus need to enter the building immediately. 
Students choosing to leave campus after being dropped off will be 
issued consequences for leaving the campus. The statements below 
should be used as guidelines each morning. 

 
1. Food and drink are not permitted in the gym. 
2. If you are eating breakfast, you must stay in the cafeteria until finished. 

If you complete your meal prior to 7:22 a.m., move into the gym and be 
seated in your designated location until you are dismissed. 

3. Respect others while in the gym. Running, pushing, shoving, or rough 
housing will not be allowed.  Everyone is expected to be seated, and 
no one will be allowed to leave the gym before the release time. 

4. Students must obtain a pass or have their planners signed to visit a 
teacher before school or leave the gym to go to the restroom. 

 
 
AFTER SCHOOL 

 

Only students involved in a school activity under the direct supervision of a 
teacher or sponsor may remain in the building after 2:45 p.m. Students 
should make arrangements in advance for transportation home after 
activities. Students not involved in an after school activity should arrange to 
be off school campus by 3:00, but may stay on the school campus until their 
ride arrives. 

 
 
TRANSPORTATION: 

 

All school rules apply when going to and coming from school, which 
includes public and school transportation and all bus stops. 

1. School Buses – Columbia Public Schools have a contract for school 
bus services with Student Transportation of America (STA).  STA 
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drivers are responsible for maintaining discipline and safety on the 
buses at all times. STA buses have video cameras on buses to monitor 
activity. If there are behavior problems, the driver notifies Gentry and an 
administrator will discuss the incident with the student.  An administrator 
will contact parents with information about bus tickets by email, phone 
and/or by mail. Students wishing to ride home with a friend on 
another bus or get off at a stop other than their own must have a 
note from a parent, along with a signature from the office staff on a 
bus transportation form, signed before noon on the day you wish 
to ride. Students will only be allowed to ride another bus if there is 
space. Please refer to the yellow section of the handbook for student 
rights and responsibility regarding bus transportation.  If you have 
questions for the bus company, they can be reached at STA at 573-
214-3860. 

2. City Bus – Students riding the city bus will enter and leave the building 
through the exit nearest the main office.  Parents need to notify the 
main office by note or phone call if they want their child to ride the city 
bus. Students riding the city bus must go to the gym upon arrival, and 
upon dismissal leave the building immediately to go to their stop. 

3. Drop Off/Pickups/Walkers – Arrival at school should be no earlier than 
7:05 a.m. and students should be out of the building by 2:45 p.m. unless 
they are with a teacher. Be aware that the north circle drive entrance is 
reserved for school buses only.  All other vehicles should use the 
south parking lot to drop off and pick up students. Students who are 
waiting for a ride to pick them up should remain on school property.  

4. Bicycles/Skateboards – Bicycles should be stored and locked in the 
racks provided on the south parking lot. Bicycles are NOT allowed in 
the school building, or ridden on school sidewalks. Skateboards are to 
be housed in the main office during the school day and are not to be 
ridden on school sidewalks. 

 
 
ATTENDANCE/ABSENCES 

 

If your child will be absent from school, please call 214-3240 to let us know 
as soon as possible. Your child will be granted 7 excused absences by 
parent permission. After 7 absences your child will be expected to bring a 
doctor’s excuse for additional absences or they will be considered 
unexcused. Please refer to the yellow pages for additional information.  
The school day is from 7:30 a.m. – 2:35 p.m.  Our intention is to work with 
families when excessive absences occur.  Therefore, when excessive 
absences occur, our responsibility will be to make home visits and phone 
contacts in an effort to assist in reducing the frequency or pattern of 
absences. 
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Late to School 
 

Punctuality is an important aspect in creating a desirable learning 
atmosphere for all Gentry Middle School students. The first few minutes are 
very valuable in setting the tone for the classroom activity that is to follow. 
For the teacher and the students to share in a meaningful and worthwhile 
experience, it is important that each student sets and attains a high 
standard of attendance and punctuality during the school year. 
• Students arriving to school late; or to first period (after 7:30 a.m.) are 

to report to the main office before going to class.  Please note – a 
student arriving late will be marked tardy to Period 1.   

• The problem of students arriving late to their Advisory class disrupts 
the instructional process for the teacher and the other students. 
Therefore, upon the student’s third (3rd) tardy (excused or unexcused) 
to their class in each semester, a parent contact will be made. 

• When a student is chronically late to school, disciplinary actions will 
begin as well as parents contacted.  Administrative action may 
include but not limited to Lunch Detention, After School Detention, 
Saturday Detention, Loss of ECA privilege’s or a Tardy Contract.  

 
 

TARDY TO CLASS 
In order to assist students with prompt arrival to their classes and to 
indicate when class begins and ends, bell tones will sound when 
class is to begin.  Therefore, when a student is not in their classroom 
at the bell tone, they will be counted as tardy.   
Tardy students will be required to report to the office to receive a 
tardy pass.  When tardies have reached 3 the student will meet with 
an administrator.   
Administrative action may include but not limited to Lunch Detention, 
After School Detention, Saturday Detention, Loss of ECA privileges, 
or a Tardy Contract. 
 
BREAKFAST/LUNCH PROGRAM 

 

Breakfast and lunch may be purchased on a daily basis by cash or by using 
a prearranged account method.  Free and reduced price breakfast and 
lunch applications must be completed and approved each year. 
Applications are available in the main office or online. Breakfast is served 
from 7:05 a.m. to 7:22 a.m. in the cafeteria each morning. Lunch schedules 
will vary with grade assignments. 
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HOMEWORK OPPORTUNITIES 
 

The purpose of homework is for practice, review, preparation, extension, 
integration, accommodation of individual differences, communication 
between parent and child, and/or informing parents of what is going on 
during school. Homework constitutes a portion of the rigorous curricular 
expectations at Gentry.  It shall be the responsibility of the student, on his 
or her own initiative, to contact the teacher(s) involved to determine the 
make-up work assignments and to establish mutually agreeable times for 
completing make-up work. For additional make-up work information see the 
yellow pages for more details. 

 

OBTAINING ASSIGNMENTS 
 

Assignments that are needed due to a student being absent or missing 
work that a student needs another copy can be obtained from the 
classroom teacher.  These items can either be found on the teacher’s 
individual website or a parent can email the teacher for support.   

 
SPECIAL SERVICES/STUDENT HEALTH SERVICES 
See the district policy included in the student handbook (yellow pages). 

 

SCHOOL VISITORS 
 

Because of the importance we place on students’ schoolwork, we are 
unable to permit friends or relatives from other schools or areas to 
accompany students to classes. Gentry exists for the purpose of educating 
all properly enrolled Gentry students. We must maintain a policy of no 
visitation to those who are not enrolled at Gentry. 

 
Exceptions to this policy are, of course, parents or guardians who come to 
the school for legitimate business and for authorized visitation. We 
welcome authorized parental visitation at any time. Persons seeking 
authorized visitation will report to the principal’s office immediately upon 
arrival at the school to secure a visitor’s pass. This procedure will serve the 
function of protecting our students from outside influences while also 
allowing us to recognize authorized visitors and extend courtesies to them. 
 

Gentry encourages parents to come and eat lunch with their children and 
meet their friends. However, we do request that if you are bringing in 
outside food, please only bring items for you and your child. Due to food 
allergies, we do not allow students to share food. 
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COUNSELING/GUIDANCE SERVICES 
 

Students are encouraged to take advantage of the counseling services at 
Gentry. The counselors, Mrs. Sipe, Ms. Corey and Mrs. Larkin, are 
available to talk about those things that are of interest or concern to 
students and parents. 

 
The guidance staff provides a comprehensive guidance program relating 
to the needs of the middle school student. Counselors are very involved 
in helping students explore options for post high school educational 
opportunities and the six career paths adopted by the Columbia Public 
Schools. Course selections for the high school years are an important 
activity in the middle school years, and it requires careful planning by 
both students and parents. 

 
If you have a problem or concern, do not hesitate to contact the Gentry 
guidance office. It is important to seek help and not try to solve all of your 
problems on your own. It is always a good idea to seek help with 
problems whether big or small. You will find all of the Gentry staff is 
interested in helping you – teachers, counselors and administrators. At 
Gentry we care about everyone! 

 
Schedule Changes and Course Withdrawals 
1. During the spring of each year, students in close cooperation with 

their parents, teachers, and counselors carefully and conscientiously 
select their schedule of courses for the following year. 

2. Students may subsequently make adjustments and changes in 
their requested courses through the spring and into the summer 
by contacting their school’s guidance department. Parents must 
be in agreement with these changes and space in the classes 
must be available. 

 

 

 
First Day of School is August 18, 2015 

Progress Reporting Periods 
1

st   
Semester Progress Reports Passed Out Sept. 25 Nov. 6 Dec. 4 

2nd  Semester Progress Reports Passed Out Feb. 19    Mar. 18    Apr.22 
 

Parent/Teacher Conferences…………………………..November 10 & 12; February 23 & 25 
End of 1

st  
Semester…………………………………………………January 8 

Last Day of School………………………………………………….June 3 
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EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES (ECA) 

 

Extracurricular activities include but not limited to intramurals, athletics, 
school clubs and organizations, school assemblies, school events, school 
related programs, off campus activities/events, and field day/picnics. In 
order to participate in a school activity, a student must attend school the 
entire day on the day of the activity or event, unless arrangements have 
been made with the principal. 

 
Students are encouraged to take part in extracurricular programs, keeping in 
mind at all times that it is only a supplement to the regular school day 
program and should not interfere with academic endeavors. School related 
responsibilities, such as detentions or assigned academic support/tutoring 
must be completed prior to participating in an extracurricular activity.  In 
addition, excessive tardies may hinder participation in Extra Curricular 
Activities. In addition if a student is assigned in-school suspension (partial 
day or all day) or out-of-school/ACE, they are not allowed to attend or 
participate in activities on the day the consequences are served. Further, if 
a student receives an office referral due to inappropriate behaviors they will 
not be permitted to participate in extracurricular activities the day of the 
infraction. 

 
ELIGIBILITY 

 

Academic: In the event a student has an “F” grade in one or more 
subjects during weekly grading updates (athletes) or at the end of any 
grading IPR (non-athletic) they will be placed on activity suspension. 
The student will be required to attend academic support/tutoring as 
established by their assigned team or teacher. The academic 
suspension will be re-evaluated upon the following weekly grade update 
or 7 days from the date of the notification to check progress. 
At the time the grade increases above a failing score, the student will be 
removed from activity suspension; however, athletes will remain on 
activity probation. This means that a student-athlete must continue to 
attend academic support/tutoring until their grade is no longer a “D”. 
They will be expected to attend when the support/tutoring is provided, 
even if this is in conflict with practice. 
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Behavior: In the event a student demonstrates poor citizenship or has 
obtained chronically disruptive status, they will not be allowed to 
participate in or attend extracurricular activities.  The Assistant Principal 
will determine when (or if) a re-evaluation of the student’s behavior status 
will occur. 
 
If a student’s behavior becomes chronic (frequent or developing pattern) 
or an incident results in administrative action, the administrator may 
assign the student to activity suspension. Students who receive five (5) 
office referrals in an IPR cycle will be placed on activity suspension for 
the remainder of the current IPR cycle, extending to the full term of the 
upcoming IPR cycle if determined appropriate by the Assistant Principal. 

 
 
ADMISSION 

 

Students, parents, and patrons are charged an admission fee to football, 
volleyball, and basketball games. These fees will be posted at the gate. 
Athletic season passes are available in the main office. 

 
 
MEDIA CENTER 

 

Our Media Center is a world of information and knowledge. The media 
program is designed to empower students to effectively access, evaluate 
and utilize information. Our program provides resources and services that 
support and enrich the middle school curriculum. We also provide a wide 
selection of books and magazines for leisure reading and to cultivate a 
lifelong appreciation of literature. We believe that the pursuit of knowledge 
can be fun and exciting, especially at the Gentry Media Center. 

 
 
SCHOOL WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOR SUPPORT 

 

PBS is a broad range of systematic and individualized strategies for 
achieving important social and learning outcomes while preventing problem 
behavior.  At Gentry, we are striving to support our students with this 
proactive approach to expectations. Gentry has in place a system of the top 
four expectations we feel students must possess in order to reach both 
social and academic goals. Within each of these goals are standards for 
student behavior in all areas of our building. 

 
The four expectations at Gentry are known as the “RRKS”. The RRKS are 
embedded in student activities, as well as in procedures used to address 
various areas of student behavior. Because this is fundamental in 
supporting school and district goals, we strive to maintain these standards 
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to make Gentry a great place to learn. 
 
Gentry is focused on helping all students work towards academic success. 
When students struggle with classes, peers, and many other facets of life 
that influence their day at school, Gentry strives to create plans to help 
support these needs. Focusing on academic success, Gentry follows a 
systematic process to evaluate student needs. Gentry Jaguars leap to great 
lengths by being respectful, responsible, kind and safe. 

 
 

Gentry R.R.K.S. 
 
 

1. Respectful – Students are asked to be respectful to each individual 
to assure a shared appreciation of one another. 

 
2. Responsible – Students are asked to be responsible citizens in 

order to work towards this lifelong skill. 
 

3. Kind – Students are asked to be kind and cooperative in all areas 
of our building in order to create a positive atmosphere. 

 
4. Safe – Students have the need to feel safe in our building in order 

to focus on academic goals. 
 
Teachers and students will incorporate the Restorative Practice method to 
help mend and foster relationships at Gentry.  Restorative Practice allows 
teachers and students to have a chance to process through situations 
impeding the learning of the classroom. The goal of Restorative Practice is 
to mend relationships to help promote a comfortable and safe learning 
environment at all times. 
 
 
CAFETERIA RULES 

 

In order to maintain a clean and pleasant atmosphere for dining and 
socializing, students should follow the guidelines listed below. 

 
1. Students must walk to the cafeteria in an orderly manner. Other 

classes will be in session during lunch periods; therefore, students are 
expected to be very quiet on their way to and from lunch. Students will 
use established routes to and from lunch to minimize noise in the 
hallways where classes are in session. 

2. Students may not cut into line. Once a student has left the line, he/she 
must go to the end of the line. Students may not save places for one 
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another in line or at a table. Students should only purchase their own 
lunch. 

3. Students are responsible for the appearance of the area in which they 
eat. It should be left clean. We will expect you to help govern the 
activities of others at your table by seeing that they throw trash away. If 
trash is left at the table, the students at that table will be responsible for 
cleaning it up. Students must wipe the area of the table that they sat at 
with the rag that is provided. 

4. Students should stay seated at one table and not get up to roam the 
cafeteria to converse with others. Students must stay seated until they 
are dismissed. 

5. Chairs may not be moved from one table to another. 
6. No food or drinks should be taken out of the cafeteria. 
7. RRKS will be followed at all times.  Failure to follow RRKS may 

result in being moved to another table, safe seat or possible lunch 
detention. 

 
LOCKERS 

 

Hallway lockers are provided for student convenience to store books and 
coats. Lockers remain the property of Columbia Public Schools. DO NOT 
keep items of value in your locker. The school will not be responsible for 
these items. If a theft occurs it is generally from lockers left open, locks not 
secured properly, or a locker combination has been distributed. IT IS YOUR 
RESPONSIBILITY TO SECURE YOUR LOCKER. Students are to use 
ONLY the locker and lock in which they are assigned. No lockers should be 
traded or changed unless approved by the Assistant Principal. 

 
Physical education and/or band teachers assign locker room lockers and 
band lockers. Students are expected to lock their lockers at all times and 
not share their combination with anyone. 

 
If a lock is lost, the student(s) will be responsible to pay for the missing lock. 

 
TEXTBOOKS 

 

Textbooks are loaned for student use during the school year. Textbooks will 
be distributed by the teacher and recorded. Each student is responsible for 
the book assigned to him/her. There will be a fee assessed for all lost or 
damaged books. Students will be responsible to pay for the cost of lost or 
damaged textbooks. The prices of these books vary.  Please take care of 
the books loaned to you. 

 

BOOK BAGS, STRING BOOK BAGS 
Book bags, tote bags, beach bags etc are not permitted to be used in place 
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of a string book bag.  String book bags are allowed in support of our 
students need to carry necessary materials to each class including iPad 
(6th grade), pencils, pens, notebooks, etc.  String book bags are intended 
to be placed over the back of the student chair to prevent damage or injury.   
 
HATS/HEAD WEAR AND COATS 
Coats and hats are not allowed to be worn in the building and must be 
placed in the student’s locker.      

 
DRESS CODE 

 

Dress and grooming are generally considered matters of individual taste. 
The primary responsibility of appropriate school attire is left to students and 
their parents. Extremes in dress and/or grooming, which may be health or 
safety hazards or distractions to a desirable educational setting, are not 
appropriate for school. Examples of inappropriate clothing and accessories 
may include, but are not limited to: 

• Revealing clothing: Clothing that overexposes the body such as 
short shorts, short skirts, low cut and/ or off the shoulder shirts, 
muscle shirts/undershirts with oversized armholes, shirts with 
spaghetti straps, etc., are not permitted. 

• Any jewelry or accessories that pose a safety concern or 

depicts inappropriate slogans/ammo, etc. 
• Sagging, or the wearing of pants below the waist and/or in a 

manner that allows the underwear, shorts or bare skin to show and 
bagging, or the wearing of excessively baggy pants with low 
hanging crotches, are prohibited. Undergarments should not be 
visible as part of a student’s normal attire. 

• Clothing depicting inappropriate slogans/advertisements or 
connotations related to inappropriate or undesirable messages. 

• Shoes must be worn on campus at all times. House shoes are not 
permitted unless they have a hard rubber sole. This is for your 
safety. 

• Blankets that are being used as a coat are discouraged and should 
be left at home. 

• Headbands that have animal ears, horns, etc. as these may impact 
the learning environment. 

 
Action: Initially the student will be asked to change or cover the clothing 
that the teacher or administrator finds inappropriate. If the student is unable 
or unwilling to comply with this request, the student will be sent to the office 
to address the issue.  Students and their guardians have the responsibility 
to be aware of the school dress code and to conform to those requirements. 
Students who have questions about appropriate dress should visit with their 
principal. Students should take pride in their appearance.  Dress or 
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grooming which interferes or disrupts the educational process may be 
subject to disciplinary action. 

 
TELEPHONES 

 

You may ask permission to use the office/classroom phones to call parents 
regarding school related matters.  You should not expect teachers to excuse 
you from class to call home unless it is an emergency. Students are not 
permitted to use cell phones during the school day. The office will not allow 
students to make phone calls to arrange after school plans. Please make 
sure these are done the evening before. 

 
Electronic Devices: Students are allowed to use their electronic devices in 
the morning before school begins and after school is dismissed. They 
should be turned off and put away by 7:22 a.m. Occasionally, students may 
have the opportunity to use their devices in classes for educational 
purposes when under the direction of a teacher.  (BYOD)- Please refer to 
the Gentry website for Bring Your Own Device guidelines. Otherwise, 
students should not have their electronic devices out for any reason during 
the school day. Failure to follow the school and district guidelines regarding 
electronic device use may result in disciplinary consequences. 

 
Unauthorized use of cell phone/electronic device violations: 

• Student will be directed to put the cell phone/electronic device away 
and not be in use. The incident will be documented and submitted 
as a Minor referral to the grade level administrator. The teacher will 
call the parent on the first two offences. 

• Subsequent offenses – Cell phone/electronic device violation 
– the student will be assigned an additional detention. 
Numerous/excessive cell phone/electronic device violations 
can result in Saturday Detention or In School Suspension. 

 
NOTE: In the event a cell phone is used resulting in an integrity violation 
or used to video record a school violation, the student may be subject to 
school disciplinary action other than what is listed above. 

 
One to One iPad (6th Grade) 
Please refer to the GMS website for the Columbia Public Schools iPad 
Personal Learning Handbook. 
 
Parent Phone Calls to Students: If you need to leave a message for your 
child, please do so by 1:00 p.m. each day with the office secretary. We 
cannot guarantee delivery of phone messages received after 1:00 p.m. If 
you have an emergency and the answering machine picks up, please 
continue to call until you are able to speak to one of the secretaries. Please 
do not call or text your student on their cell phone during school 
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hours, as this can result in negative consequences for the student. 
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At Gentry Middle School, we believe to have an outstanding school there 
must be a blend of emphasis on academics and other activities. This 
handbook will give you a clear picture of all the extra-curricular activities 
offered to you at GMS. 

 
Did you know that being actively involved in extra-curricular activities often 
improves your life in a variety of areas? Being actively involved in school 
activities gives you a chance to work on new skills, such as meeting and 
working with new people, trying new experiences, testing your leadership 
skills, and developing your physical skills by joining a team. 

 
There are also other activities in which you can support your school by 
being a part of the action. There are many volleyball, football, basketball 
games and track meets you can attend and cheer our teams on to victory. It 
gives you a chance to be with your friends and enjoy the action if you decide 
not to try out for a particular team. 

 
Attending or participating in school assemblies, club activities, sporting 
events, end-of-year activities, and field trips are some of the exciting 
activities at Gentry. Other available opportunities include being an actor or 
actress in one of our school plays/musicals, participating in our talent show, 
and/or providing leadership in Student Council. 

 
The “Q & A” Section for Activities 

 
What follows is a question and answer section about extra-curricular 
activities (ECA). This includes information about how to get involved, 
available opportunities, staying eligible, attending ECA functions, and a 
separate section about special awards and recognition available at GMS. 

 
 

“How do I get involved?” 
 

All clubs, organizations and athletic teams will have information in the daily 
announcements about meeting dates for signing up, where the meetings will 
be held, and other information you may need to be involved. It is very 
important that you read the daily announcements on the slide show in the 
cafeteria so you don’t miss any of these opportunities. 

Gentry Middle School 2014-2015 Activities 
Information 
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If you are interested in playing on any athletic team, you must have a 
physical form completed and signed by your doctor before you are allowed 
to practice. The coaches will make announcements giving specific 
information about the sport and practice dates. 

 
 
“What can I get involved in at GMS?” 

 
The best way to answer that is to give you a listing of all the activities, clubs, 
service organizations, and teams that are currently offered at GMS. 

 

6
th 

Grade Athletic Opportunities – intramural sports & clubs 

7
th 

Grade Athletic Opportunities – sports & clubs 

8
th 

Grade Athletic Opportunities – sports & clubs 

Any eligible 8
th 

grader may try out for Cheerleading, Football, Volleyball, 
Track and Basketball teams. There are both boys and girls A and B teams 

for 8
th 

grade Basketball. 8
th 

grade Football and 7th/8
th 

grade Volleyball 

begin in August and end in October. The 7
th
/8

th 
grade Basketball season 

begins in October and ends in January. The 7th/8th grade Cross Country 

season begins in August and ends in October.  The 7
th
/8

th 
grade track 

season begins in March and ends in May. Practices for athletic events are 
held at various times after school.  Your coach will provide a practice 
schedule. 

 
If you are not interested in playing on a team but wish to remain involved 
with a team, you should talk to the coaches about being an athletic team 
manager. An athletic team manager assists the coach and team in a variety 
of ways.  Managers must be able to attend all practices and games. 

 
Below is a listing and description of other clubs and service 
organizations available at Gentry Middle School: 

 

A. Art Club – Do you have dreams of becoming the next 
Picasso or Renoir? Or do you just love doing art? The Art 
Club will offer students a chance to further explore their 
favorite media while creating projects designed and 
brainstormed by the club itself. Listen for further 
announcements or see Mrs. Fremont for this unique 
opportunity. 

 
B. Drama Club – Will teach students how to speak in front of 

crowds and explore all the steps and processes that are 
part of theatrical production. This group will complete a 
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theatrical production in the spring. If interested please 
contact Mrs. Gillespie. 

 
C. Family Consumer & Career Leaders of America (FCCLA) – 

If you are currently signed up for FACS and are committed 
to attend 5 out of the 7 meetings, come join our club. We 
will be exploring activities and enrichment projects beyond 
the classroom. Cost is $10 to go toward a snack at the 
meetings and a shirt. If interested, contact Mrs. Scanlon. 

 
 

D. 7
th 

& 8
th 

Grade Robotics Club – Are you interested in the 
world of robotics? If so, then joint this exciting club. See 
Mr. Helmick for more information. 

 
E. Kiwanis Builders Club – Is an international organization that 

helps build character and develop leadership through 
service in middle school students.  You will have a chance 
to develop and carry out service projects for the school and 
community. If interested, contact Mrs. Froidl. 

 
F. GMAC/MAC Scholars – Gentry Minority Academic 

Committee is a student led program focused on helping 
students identify their potential and encourage academic 
excellence.  MAC Scholars are students who have 
achieved a grade point average of 3.0 and are respectful of 
school policies and expectations.  Students within this 
group participate in different activities that provide support 
and encouragement for their success. Activities include 
developing leadership skills, tutoring, community service 
projects, economic and citizenship lessons, performances, 
celebrations and field trips.  

 
G. Science Olympiad – Do you enjoy learning about science 

and building in industrial tech? Do you like performing 
experiments and do you wait with baited breath for your 
results? Are you interested in reading about/researching 
science topics? Then you should join Science Olympiad. 
This is a club for students who are willing and able to do 
extra work outside of school to prepare for their events. 
Please contact Mrs. Schnake for information. 

 
H. Student Council – Are you a good decision maker? Would 

you like to have the chance to develop your leadership 
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skills? Then maybe you should consider running for a 
representative role in Student Council. Members help with 
service projects around the school, plan school parties and 
social activities and create Spirit Days. Gentry STUCO is 
committed to improving the perception of the school and 
performance of the students. Members of Student Council must 
have passing grades, a good behavioral record, and a strong 
interest in providing service to Gentry Middle School. Please 
contact Mrs. Vissalli if interested. 

 
 

I. Math Counts – Want to become a true Math 
Ninja? Explore the wonderful world of mathematics and logic 
through dynamic problem solving and deduction. A desire to 
explore and explain is a must...along with an ability to attack 
and defend ideas. 

 
J. World Languages Club – Are you interested in learning about 

different traditions, celebrations, food and/or crafts from 
different countries such as Mexico, France, Germany, China 
among others? Then this is the club for you. If interested 
please contact Mrs. Trotter or Mrs. Froidl. 

 
K. Games Club – Are you interested in playing board games such 

as Chess, Battleship, Mancala, Yahtzee, Scrabble, You Gotta Be 
Kidding!, Apples to Apples and more? Then this is the club for 
you.  It is a relaxing setting that focuses on providing a 
welcoming environment for all kids to interact and play games.  
Positive interaction and the development of healthy social skills 
will be encouraged. If interested, pick up a permission form in the 
Guidance Office. 

 
L. Book 2 Movie Club – Do you like to see movies that are made 

from books? You might want to join the Book 2 Movie Club. 
We read the book an then go to the movies. All movies are 
viewed at Hollywood Theater. Upon our return, we discuss 
which we liked better, the book or the movie. Students are 
responsible for the cost of the movie tickets and any 
refreshments bought. If interested please contact Mrs. 
Christine Spurling or Mrs. Liz Hervey. 

 

M. 6th Grade Book Club - Would you like to read great books and 
discuss them with your peers? Would you like to attend Book 
Club Day in Warrensburg, Missouri in March? Then the Sixth 
Grade Book Club is the club for you!  There is also a 6

th 
grade 

student/parent book club that you might be interested in as 
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well.  If interested, please see Ms. Hummel or Mrs. Carso 
 

N. Spelling Bee – See Mrs. Froidl for details. 
 

O. Wellness Club – Are you interested in your health and 
improving the health of others? If so then the Wellness 
Club is for you. See Mr. Swartz for details. 

 
P. Tennis Club – Would you like to brush up on your skills in 

the area of tennis? If so then join the Tennis Club. See Mr. 
Swartz for details. 

 
 

Q. After School Computer Club – Would you like the 
opportunity to meet with other classmates to plan and 
explore computer activities, improve computer and 
multimedia skills, decision-making skills, and become 
connected to school through the use of technology? If 
you are interested in this club, contact Ms. Kempker for 
more details. 

 

R. 6
th
/7

th 
Band/Pep/Jazz Band – If you play an instrument and 

want to be a part of one of these great clubs, please 
contact Mrs. Quest for details. 

 
S. Gentry Glee Singers – Do you enjoy singing and 

performing? Then Gentry Glee Singers is for you. If 
interested, please contact Ms. Jarquio for details. 

 
 

T. Gentry Ambassadors – Individuals within this group are 
student leaders who demonstrate good communication, 
citizenship and leadership skills. You would help new 

students learn about Gentry and offer extra support as 
students make their transition into a new school and new 
environment. Students may be invited to represent Gentry 
in many of our evening events. Students will gain 
leadership experience and have an opportunity to support 
and help others. If interested, please contact the Guidance 
Office for an application and additional information. 
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“Now that I know what’s available, how do I stay eligible so I can 
attend and participate?” 

 
First, we want to emphasize that your main job is your class work. Choose 
your activities so you can handle the workload of your classes and the after- 
school activities. 

 
The guidelines we have made emphasize the importance of keeping up 
your grades by doing quality work, developing good attendance habits, and 
maintaining outstanding behavior and conduct. 

 
Your academic performance is a top priority. Therefore, if a student 
receives one or more F’s on either of the six progress reports or on a 
report card at the end of the semester, that student will go on the “F-list” 
for a minimum of five (5) days. 

 
“So what?” 

 
If a student is on the F-list, he/she cannot participate in any extra-curricular 
activity. This means the student cannot play on any athletic team and/or go 
to club meetings. 

 
“Why?” 

 
If a student has an F in a class, there must not be enough time spent 
studying and preparing for that class. One way to force the issue and to 
bring attention to the importance of class work is to limit participation in any 
after-school activity. When the student’s grade has improved, they will be 
allowed to attend after-school activities again. 

 
 
“What about attendance?” 

 
Good attendance corresponds with doing well at school. We have a saying, 
“If you miss school, you miss out!”  If you are absent, you miss your classes 

and the in-class activities that you just can’t get from a book. In addition, 
any time you are absent you cannot attend or participate in any extra- 
curricular activity that day. For example, if you are sick on the Friday of the 

8
th 

Grade School Dance, then you cannot attend the dance because you 
were not at school that day. 
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“What do I need to know when I attend an extra-curricular activity?” 
 
Here are our basic behavioral guidelines when you attend an athletic event: 

1. Cheering positively for your team (or favorite player) is always 
encouraged. A supportive crowd can boost team spirit. 

2. Show respect for the opposing players, coaches, spectators, and 
support groups. 

3. Respect the calls and judgments of the game’s officials. Do not 
question an official’s call. An official will not change his/her mind 
based on the displeasure of the crowd. Being a good sport leaves a 
positive impression on people and many times the only impression 
some people will have of Gentry is what they see at an athletic 
event. 

4. While the game is in progress, you are expected to remain in the 
stands. Remember, the main reason you are at an athletic event is 
to watch the game. 

5. Stomping on the bleachers is not allowed. This is a ruling from the 
Missouri State High School Athletic Association as well as a school 
policy. This is for your safety. Stomping places added pressure on 
the bleachers and if a bleacher collapses, people could be hurt. 

6. You must arrange for your transportation before the event. Be sure 
you are picked up on time. If your ride is consistently late, you will 
not be able to attend games or after school activities. 

7. Think about your behavior before you act. If you think it is against 
school rules, it probably is. 

 
Remember, attendance at extra-curricular activities is a privilege. 

If you abuse the privilege, you will lose the privilege. 
 
 
“How much does it cost to go to a game?” 

 
The admission price for students to individual football, basketball, and 
volleyball games is $2.00.  The admission price for adults is $3.00. 

 
If you plan to attend many of the GMS athletic events, consider purchasing 
an athletic pass. An athletic pass will allow students/families to attend 
Columbia Public Schools  athletic events held at the Middle Schools. 
Special contests held at other facilities are not included in the athletic pass 
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admission privileges. Come to the office if you wish to purchase an athletic 
pass. 

“What happens if my ride is late, especially if I didn’t tell them what 
time to pick me up?” 

 
We expect your rides to be here at the designated time. If they are not on 
time, you may lose the privilege of attending extra-curricular activities. 
Remember, it is a privilege, and at the end of the day when we haven’t seen 
our families, it’s not fair to anyone to miss time with them because we are 
waiting for your ride to appear.  Your cooperation is greatly appreciated! 
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Gentry Middle School Schedule 2015-2016 
 

  Time/Period           6th Grade               Time/Period               7th Grade                   Time/Period              8th Grade 

7:30-7:48 

Period 1 

Advisory  7:30-7:48 

Period 1 

Advisory  7:30-7:48 

Period 1 

Advisory 

7:52-8:42 

Period 2 

Elective 

Rotat./PE/ 

 RtI/EEE 

 

 7:52-8:42 

Period 2 

Core  7:52-8:42 

Period 2 

Core 

8:46-9:36 

Period 3 

Elective 

Rotation 

 

 8:46-9:36 

Period 3 

Core  8:46-9:36 

Period 3 

Core/PE/RtI/EEE 

9:40-10:30 

Period 4 

Elective 

Rotat./PE/ 

 RtI/EEE 

 

 9:40-10:30 

Period 4 

Core 

 

 9:40-10:30 

Period 4 

Core 

 

10:34-

11:24 

Period A5 

Core  10:34-

10:59 

Period A 

Lunch  10:34-

11:24 

Period A5 

Core/PE/RtI/EEE 

11:28-

12:18 

Period 6B 

Core  11:03-

11:53 

Period 5B 

Elective Block 

 

 11:28-

11:53 

Period B 

Lunch 

12:22-

12:47 

Period C 

Lunch  11:57-

12:47 

Period 6C 

Elective/PE/EEE/RtI 

 

 11:57-

12:47 

Period C6 

Core 

12:51-1:41 

Period 7 

Core  12:51-1:41 

Period 7 

Elective/PE/EEE/RtI 

AVID 

 

 12:51-1:41 

Period 7 

Elective Block 

 

1:45-2:35 

Period 8 

Core  1:45-2:35 

Period 8 

Core  1:45-2:35 

Period 8 

Elective Block 

AVID 

 

 

The schedule design reflects 4 minute passing time between each period.   
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Commented [LG1]: Twanda said that once we make the 

final changes she will correct this before she sends it off to 

the printers.   


